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Davy Crockett, also a product of Jackson’s Democratic Party in Tennessee, had served 
in the U.S. Congress and was one of the more dynamic political figures of the day. It 
seemed likely that his political ambitions followed him to Texas.

Many of the early Texans who fought for independence from Mexico came to Texas 
against the expressed wishes of the Mexican government. Whereas early American 
colonists along the Eastern Seaboard settled among, and then pushed aside, the more 
loosely organized Native American populations, some early Texans violated a border 
officially recognized by the American government as they brushed aside Mexican law. 
The immigration issue—today as then—represents the challenge of governing a rapidly 
changing state. While immigrants today generate a great deal of revenue for the state 
through sales and income taxes, they also cost the counties and local governments a 
great deal in services. Immigrants contribute greatly to the economic success of the 
state by meeting the demand for inexpensive labor, but they sometimes do so at the 
expense of native-born labor.

Immigration, then and now, shows us that Texas’s placement at the crossroads 
between new and old has been one of the few constants in the politics of the state. 
Texas has relished its growth but has often been uncomfortable with the new arrivals 
who have fueled it. Texans have enjoyed the prosperity that growth brings but have only 
reluctantly accepted the new Texans and the changes they have triggered.

While change may be inevitable, a society is rooted by the stories citizens share and 
hand down from generation to generation. We Texans are especially attached to our 
state’s history and its legends of larger-than-life people and events. Stories from Texas 
history are more than dramatic scenes we retell and re-create for entertainment; these 
stories define who we are and remind us of our values. Texas’s unique relationship with 
its history is reflected in a favorite theme park, Six Flags Over Texas, an amusement park 
originally constructed around Texas history themes and that at one time featured rides 

The 55-foot Big Tex, 
which presides over 
the Texas State Fair, is 
an icon to all Texans, 
no matter their origin. 
The 2010 census found 
that about 61 percent 
of Texans were born in 
Texas, 23 percent were 
born elsewhere in the 
United States, and 16 
percent were foreign 
born.

© 2015 The Dallas Morning News, Inc.


